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Hampton Court, the 11. of November 1647. 


=2>gSlberty being that, which in 
A FE? all times hath beene , but 
eſpecially now 1s,the com- 
mon theame and deſire of 
all men, Common reaſon {hewes 
that Kings leſſe then any ſhould en- 
dure Captivicy , and yet[ call God 
and the world to witneſſe , with what 
patience | have endured a tedious re- 
. Araint , which ſo long as | had any 
hopes, thatthis part of my ſufferings 
might conduce to the Peace of my 
kingdomes, or the hindring of more 
effuſion of blood, I did willingly un- 
dergoe. But now, finding,by too cer- 
taine proofes , that this my continuzd 
Patience, would not onely turne to 
my Perſonall ruine, butlike wiſe be 
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Trance to the Publ.que good, f thought 


. deſtruction e: che Nobility,by taking 


ging molt of theſe Servants of mine, 


| 2 | | 
of much more prejudice, then furthe- 


I was bound, as well by naturall, as PO - 


liticall obligations to ſeeke fafery,, ' by 


retirzng my feite for ſome time, from 


the publique view both of my friends 


and enemies ; and[ appeal: toall in- 


_ diffterentmenco judge , 1t I have not 
juſt cauſe to free my ſelfe from. the 
hands of thcſe,who chan 
.Ciples with their Condition, and who 


oe their Prin- 


are nctaſhamed openly wo intend the, 


away their Negative Vaice, and with 


whom the Levellers Doctrine 1srather 
countenanced then puniſhed, And 
as for their intentions to my Perſon, 
_ their changing and putting more ſtrict 


Guards upon me , with the d:\char- 


whom 


os dE 

-whom ſormeily they willingly admir- 
ted to waite upon me, doth ſufficicnty 
ty declare. 

Nor would Þ have this my retire- 
ment miſinterpreted , for | ſhall car- 
neſtly, and unceſlantly endeavour the 
:ſectling of a ſafe and well groanded 
Peace, where ever I am, or ſhall be. 
.andtbat (as much as may be) without 
theeffuſion of mere Chriſtian bloed. 
for which , how many times have | deſired, 
andprefled to be heard, and yet nocare given 
tomr? Andcanany reaſonable man thinke, 
thac (according to the ordinary courſe of af- 
'faires)there can be a ſettled Peace without if Or 
that God will bleflc thoſe who refule to heare 
their owneKing < Surcly no-: Nay, 1 muſt 
further adde , that {beſides what concernes my 
. {clfe )unlefle all other chiecfe inte re ſts have 
nat only a hearing, buthkewiſczuſtſatis taQi- 
on givenuntothem (to wit the Presbyccrians, 
A} Inde-. 
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Independents Atmy, to le who have adhered 
to me, and even the Scots) I ſay there cannot, 
(I ipeake not of Miracles, it being in my opi- 
niona ſinfull preſumption in ſuch caſes to ex- 
peRortruſt cothem) be a ſafe or laſting Peace : 
Now as | cannotdeny, but my Perſonall ſecu- 
rity is the urgent cauſe of this my retirement ; 
ſo I take God to witnelſe , that the Publique 


. Peace is noleſle before my eyes , ard lcan 


finde no better way tocxprelle this iy pro- 
fesfion (I know not what a wiſer man may 
doe)then by deficing and urgi! g that all. hiete 
intereſts may be heard , to:he e1:d each may 
have a juſt ſatisfaction ; as for exa'rple the 
Army (torthe ref 1hov i necelary, yer | fup- 
pole (are not a:(hici2ir hy cn what ought (in my 
judgement) to city 2 tiberty of their Con- 
{ciences, have an Act of Oblivion or Indemp. 
nity (which [honid cxtcnd to all thereſt of my 
Subjeas; ) And that ali::icir Arrears ſhould be 
ſpeedily, and duely payd ; which I will under- 
take to doe {o I may be heard, and that I benot 
1 nindered 
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hindered from uſing ſuch lawfull , and honeſt 


meanes as I ſhall chuſe; 
. Toconclude , let me beheard with free- 


dome, honour andſafety, and I ſhall inſtantly 
breake through this cloud of retirement , and 
ſhew my ſelfe really to be Pater Patrie. 


CUARLES Raewx 
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For the Speaker of the Lords pro Tempore,ro 
be Communicated unto the Lords and ( ommons in 
tbe Parliament of England, arWeſtminſler, and 
tbe ( ommisfioners of the Parliament of Scotland, 


and to all my other Subjetts, of what degree, coudi- 


tion, or calling, whatſoever. 
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